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Wildfire Recovery Update

The Oregon Office of Emergency Management, in coordination with state and federal partners, distributes this update of collated and verified
information on Oregon's wildfire recovery efforts.

SITUATION SUMMARY
If your property was impacted by wildfires, the state encourages you to submit your Right of Entry (ROE) form by Oct. 16 so cleanup can
begin as soon as possible. Knowing that many people have been displaced, the state can be flexible with this date. However, the sooner
you submit the ROE, the sooner the process for hazardous waste removal (Step 1) can begin. This process will involve delicate handling of
hazardous items and requires specific documentation for disposal, which is only allowed at certain locations. Step 2, ash and debris
removal, will involve heavy equipment coming in to clear the property. Step 2 cannot take place until Step 1 is complete.
NOTE: The funding for Step 1 will come from a federal and state agreement to work together to help wildfire victims remove hazardous
waste from their properties to ensure the safety of Oregonians and the environment.

HUMAN IMPACTS
Confirmed fatalities: 9

Source: Oregon State Medical Examiner

Missing persons: 1

Source: Law Enforcement Data System (LEDS)

Sheltered persons: 1,926

NEED TO KNOW
It’s easy to forget about earthquake safety amid a global
pandemic and ongoing wildfire recovery; however, Oregon is
still earthquake territory. The Great Shakeout, an annual
earthquake preparedness drill takes place at 10:15 a.m. on
Thursday October 15. This two-minute practice is an important
safety drill, a time when everyone can practice “drop, cover and
hold on” – the number one safety action to take during any
type of earthquake. Register at www.shakeout.org/oregon.

Congregate: 76 | Non-Congregate: 1,850
Source: American Red Cross

Individual Assistance Registrants:
16,356
Assistance Approved: $18.1 million
Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency

DAILY STATS
Acres burned (approx.): 1.2 million
Source: Oregon Department of Forestry

Residences destroyed: 4,023
Source: OEM Planning Section

Other structures destroyed: >1,400*
Source: Integrated Reporting of Wildland-Fire Information (IRWIN)
Approximate
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SIGN UP FOR ASSISTANCE!
www.DisasterAssistance.gov

1-800-621-3362
1-800-462-7585 TTY

Individual Assistance is available to people impacted by fires in Clackamas, Douglas, Jackson, Klamath,
Lane, Lincoln, Linn, and Marion counties.
Public Assistance is available in Benton, Clackamas, Columbia, Coos, Deschutes, Douglas, Jackson,
Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath, Lake, Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Marion, Multnomah, Tillamook, Wasco,
Washington and Yamhill counties for publicly owned infrastructure impacted by the wildfires.

CLEARING YOUR PROPERTY FOLLOWING FIRE
DAMAGE: ASSISTED OR INDIVIDUAL?
The information below describes the difference between choosing
county and state-assisted cleanup or conducting the cleanup
process on your own.
Assisted Cleanup:
Signing an access agreement called a Right of Entry form
through your county is necessary to allow cleanup teams on
your property to remove hazardous waste for Step 1.
Removal of hazardous waste, such as fuel, car batteries,
propane tanks, paint, asbestos, etc., will be funded by state and
federal agencies at no cost to property owners. Step 1 is
important as these items pose a threat to people and/or the
environment.
Step 1 (removal of hazardous waste) and Step 2 (heavy
machinery removing debris) are coordinated efforts that will
make the property ready for rebuilding.
Individual Cleanup:
Cleanup is at the owner's expense if you choose this route. Most
insurance policies cover some debris removal expenses;
however, wildfire debris removal can be very expensive.
Each property owner would be responsible for hiring licensed,
qualified contractors.
Ensure that you dispose of waste in the right way. Don't head to
a dump before you know whether they will allow hazardous
materials from your property. Do not dump waste in any other
area except for a location certified to accept it.
For ash and debris removal, land owners may hire or do their
own removal. You may be able to utilize insurance funds for
this. Check with your insurance company to see what is
available for cleanup costs.

Blue River, Ore. Sept.. 15, 2020 photo by David Yost/FEMA

INFORMATION RESOURCES
Active fire dashboard
Oregon Wildfire News
Sign up for Individual Assistance
Emergency management websites by county
Oregon Insurance Commissioner

NOTE: This publication is released Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Check wildfire.oregon.gov or visit our Twitter or Facebook pages for additional updates.
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